XVIII-CENTURY   MEDICINE
persuaded Van Swieten to come to Vienna as her physician.
This he did, but not content to be a mere courtier, he determined
to reconstruct the medical school in Vienna, and he did so with
characteristic skill and energy. The university was brought under
the control of the State, and Van Swieten was appointed principal.
Naturally enough, this innovation was severely criticized. Other
members of the faculty resented the intrusion of a Dutchman and
the limitation of their authority. Yet Van Swieten's masterly
handling of the situation overcame all difficulties, and under his
able administration the Medical School of Vienna * (the Old
Vienna School) took root and flourished, and continued to do so
under his successor, ANTON DE HAEN (1704-76), who was also a
Dutchman. De Haen, though an austere and arrogant man, was
a hard worker and an excellent clinician. Recognizing the
importance of bedside observation and teaching, he inaugurated
a system.of careful case-taking, followed by detailed notes of
progress or changes from day to day. He was the author of a
treatise on therapeutics, in which he condemned the excessive
drugging which was then prevalent, and supported the expectant
or Hippocratic method.
Leyden and Edinburgh
Many British students found their way to Leyden while that
school enjoyed world-wide fame. Among them was Sir Thomas
Browne, who graduated there in 1633. The torch of learning
which had been lit in Greece had passed to Salerno, then to
Montpellier and Padua, then to Leyden, and early in the
eighteenth century it was handed on to Edinburgh, which then
became the centre of medical learning.
As early as 1660, Sir ROBERT SIBBALD (1641-1722) spent a
year and a half at Leyden under Sylvius and other teachers, and
then returned to Edinburgh, to become famous as the founder of
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh (1681), the first
Professor of Medicine in the Town's College (later University) of
Edinburgh, Geographer Royal for Scotland, and the author of
a number of works on history and archaeology,2 He was one of a
trio of professors of medicine appointed by the town (1685), the
others being Dr. JAMES HALKET, another Leyden student, and
1 M. Neuburger, British Medicine and the Vienna School, 1943, p. 15
1 F. P. Hett, ed. of The Memoirs of Sir Robert Sibbald (1641-1722), 1932
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